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Background

The League of Minnesota Cities has a model resolution supporting the authority of local elected
officials and city staff to make land use decisions in their community.

Housing industry groups have recently attacked city land use tools such as zoning and planned
use developments. They claim incorrectly that these basic regulatory functions are prohibiting
the building of more affordable housing stock, when market factors such as labor costs, land,
and materials are creating the market failures we see today.

This is particularly obvious in Greater Minnesota cities and can also be seen in metro data
indicating that 84% of metro cities have zoning districts that allow residential property to be
built on a 1/4-acre lot or less.

In addition, the League has drafted legislation that would advance solutions to local housing
challenges without imposing one-size-fits-all mandates on cities with diverse housing needs.

 Read the League’s policies related to housing in the 2022 City Policies (pdf)
¢ SD-1 - Local Control (p. 10)

LE-8 - Foreclosure and Neighborhood Stabilization (p. 72)

LE-9 - Housing Policy (p. 73)

LE-10 - Resources for Affordable Housing (p. 75)

LE-11 - Greater Minnesota Housing (p. 77)

LE-15 - Inclusionary Housing (p. 81)
¢ LE-33 - Workforce Housing (p. 94)

 Find handouts on city housing and development topics including zoning and fees

How can the city help?
STEP 1:

PASS a resolution and send it to your legislators

Download the model resolution (doc)

Note: Send a copy of the resolution to the League at advocacy@lmc.org so you can be added to
the list we're compiling.




STEP 2:

SHARE your resolution with local media and via social media (use #HousinglsLocal).
STEP 3:

FOLLOW UP with your legislators and local media with information about:

 The specific housing need(s) of your community.

¢ The action your city is taking to address housing challenges.

* What support you need from stakeholders instead of state mandates.

Please let League staff (advocacy@lmc.org) know when you have done any of the above
advocacy efforts (or if we can help you with any of the above).

Note: The model resolution referenced here is different from the one created by the League in support of
infrastructure development fees.
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